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The W ashington Merry-Go-Round 


THE VASUNGTO?; P0S1 rw*fey. D«-. J5. J9«s j^g 


Hoover-RFK Conflict Started Early 


By Drew Pearson 


Kennedy's administration of 
the Justice Department. There 
Is considerable evidence. 


itra;e Bureau'' — Lite secret pv>- i on the morning after be was 
JUce of Paris — is considered ; elected. The Hoover appoint* 

Arul Jack A ruler non : jibe rr.oM powerful man in an-jment was considered sitrewd 
| Th rres a loni: ar.d fa^cjiLal ftthnr democracy — France polities. The replarenwnt of furthermore, that eavesdrop 
TTtc ctnrv' behind the "buzzing [And U% why the postion of Dulles was announced a few pins: was employed during the 
battle of those two super- 1^1 director should be roiat- months »er he Bs. i 

«leutbs I Kd^ar Hoover and * n Hie U nited Slates. fiasco- , Dan Maher, attorney for the 

im* °t the Bu*s Friction at the Top “3^ ^°“! 

portant morals ; The story of the bugging When Bobby Kennedy V'-jtD the court. He slated that 

1- No man should be comjbatlle between Hoover and l rarae Attorney ’General on; after he had finished a tele- 
Limn'd in office beyond the Bobby Kerm-dy roes back to -Tan. 21, 1961. he found him>elf phone conversation from h:s 
-talutnry reirreroont age of 7tV.,the days when young Kenm- technically in command of a hotel room with James E. 
further, the position of FBI dy was attorney for Sen. John man who had already blocked < Haggerty. another Teamster 
IMroctor should rotate every McClellan’s rackets rommirto" his pet idea oi a national attorney, he heard the follow 
just as : *h Army aim when both McClellan and crime and who mg conversation over his 

Chief of Staff and the Chief: Bohbv wanted to establish a did not like Bobby’s further phone: 
of Naval Operations {national crime cozmntaian. Idea of a crime-busting cam j -Who was that 

2. The FBI as an organ* ’Their idea was a national' paign against the Nation's 300 "Maher.** 
izatitm should not he unpUeat- {clearing house to goad lacka- top racketeers This was work) “No. it couldn’t have been 
ed in the present hair-pulUr.g daisical city po lire forces and already entrusted to Hoover Maher. He s in room 523 That 
content It has become one of (improve enforcement coopera- and which he felt was bring Wh came from Haggerty s 
the most efficient htw enforce-] tion between the Federal adequately handled There: room." 

was friction from the start.' Maher asked the court to 
And it’s significant that com take note of eavesdropping. 

but tin? Justice Department is- 
sued a denial. Since the exit 
of Bobby Kennedy as Attor- 
ney General the Justice De 
partment has been completely 
candid in confessing whole- 
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ment agencies in this or any 1 cot eminent, the cities <and the 
other country and should be states. 


kept out of politics. 

it is for his organization of 
the FBI that J. Edgar Hoover 
deserves the greatest credit. 


Hoover was indignant Such munica lions between the two 


a commission , he felt, would 
supersede the FBT. would du- 
plicate what the FBI was al- 
When he took it over as a ready supposed in he doing- 

vnung career officer, it was His veto killed the commis- torney General and his subor- 

. • - .1 - 1.. . f. d v _ *■» 1 : _ if i . . i-,n 1 1 - 1 a_ 


mon were handled by Court- 
ney Evans, an FBI liaison offi- 
cer 1 


Here were two men. the At- 


im mediately after (he Harding fwn. 


dinette, the FBI director, who. in- sale eavesdropping over a pe 


administration when the FBI 


wa? ndden with politic*. Wil 
Ham J. Bums had been ap 


T w o years latrr. Hoover stead of holding persona! confer nod of years 


found h.mscif 

least in name 


irr i joov<’^;S4#7«iu uj uu.'uini; jjcnrvudi umu j - , 1 i»n* «->* j r% 

^t-rving — r.i ences to combat crime or pick- Hoover, of course, was n 
— under the mg up the phone to talk to each .in charge of the TIoffa inves 


not 

, ...v- — — ihxveffll- 
poinlcd by Harding as FBI same young man who. other used a h-ison officer. : catkin, though some of his 

chief. counsel for Sen. McClellan.; Relations were .such that; FBI men were employed. The 

Hoover promptly made the had wanted To supersede him .when Attorney’ General Ken entire ease against Hoffa w*ai 
FBI a career sendee. Vp until Their relations were not good, nody wanted to pu^h one of directly under Attorney Gen- 
rcccntly it has remained so Significantly, Hoover was; his pet prosecu Lions— against era! Kennedy, through his 


But no man can remain in reappointed FBI Director by 
control of the secret files of John F Kennedy, even before 
Congressmen, Senators, Cab;- Bobby Kennedy was appoint* 
net officer? and ITrsidontsled Attorney General. Pros* 


Walter 


Teamster;;’ boss Jimmy Hoffa personal assistant, 

— hp Md«’ -racked Hoover and Sheridan, 
put that case under bis owr. This is only part of the fas- 
. . I especially picked assistant, ting story of the battle of 

without acquiring power be- Idem -elect Kennedy an- Walter Sheridan. now with; the hues between the two top 

yond that compatible with a nounced his intention to reap-, the National Broadcasting i aw enforcement officers of 

democracy— whether be uses point Hoover as FBI ch^cf and; Company the nation. More will follow 

•hat power or not. This is wby {Allen Dulles as h* ad of Ccn-j Wiretaps and bugging xin shortly. 

the head of the French *'Dcux-- tral Intelligence as his first aci questionably increased during ^ ^ B/ra-vtcCicrr stwtk»u ^ 


